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SOIL TEST REPORTS
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SCOPE 

 

This appendix includes test results from soil samples taken on proposed plant 

growth material to determine suitability for reclamation procedures. 

 

1984 

 In order to determine feasibility and suitability of downcast and off site substitute  

topsoil materials, the following soil inventory and survey were conducted in 1984: 

 

 

METHODOLOGY 

On March 24, 1984, M. A. Coonrod, Compliance and permitting Coordinator for 

the mine, sampled soil along the old portal road, topsoil purchased off site and the 

existing topsoil pile.  The sample procedure for each site is as follows: 

 

Existing Topsoil Stockpile (Sample 1D_P1).   

A randomly selected spot was determined by walking 10 paces up the pile from a 

random point selected by throwing a marker onto the pile.  A 14 in. tile spade was 

utilized to excavate a hole 24 in. in depth and approx 18 in. in diameter.  A silver of soil 

approx 1 in. x 4 in. was sliced from top to bottom of the excavation. The material was 

placed in a clean plastic bag and sealed (approx 3 lbs)  Rock larger than approx 1 in. dia 

were avoided in containerizing the sample. 
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Loadout Alternative Soil Substitute (Sample 1D_P2).   

Co-Op has purchased approx 80 acres along the Price river, Carbon County, Utah 

from R. D. Campbell.  A portion of the site had the topsoil stripped and stockpiled.  The 

same sample methodology implemented on the existing topsoil pile at the mine was 

utilized at this alternative soil substitute. 

 

Road Fill (Sample ID FR_3 st 1,3 & 6).   

This material was sampled at 200 ft intervals from the down slope of the fill in the 

area of the portal road intersection to the non-coal storage site along Bear Creek.  Each 

sample was taken 3 ft from the toe of the down-cast material.  A 14 in. tile spade was 

used to excavate approx 1 ft into the fill material and a grab sample (Approx 1 lb of 

material) was taken at each site.  All samples were consolidated into 3-5 gallon plastic 

buckets labeled 1, 3 and 6. 

 

 At the conclusion of the survey, all samples were consolidated and mixed.  From 

this consolidated material, a sample of approx 8 lbs was placed into a clean plastic bag.  

All samples were hand carried to Standard Laboratories north of Huntington, Utah on 

March 24, 1984. 

 



 2A-3 8/01/02 

1991 

 In order to determine feasibility and suitability of in-place spoils as final 

reclamation substitute plant growth materials an extensive testing program was 

implemented.  Test results and a report made by Mt. Nebo Scientific reviewing the 

material is included as Appendix 2-D.  Three soil samples were tested for the shower 

house pad.  Ref-1 is found in Appendix 2-D.  Results from Ref-2 and Ref-3 are found in 

this appendix. 

 

RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS 

Attached are copies of the laboratory results.  It appears that all materials on site 

as well as the off site substitute (Ball Park Topsoil Storage) are compatible and capable 

of establishing and maintaining a diverse vegetative community consistent with the 

existing reference area.  The use of the acceptable in-place materials as substitute plant 

growth eliminates additional impact on the environment which would result from having 

to "borrow" material from undisturbed areas as a substitute, and therefore results in the 

best available material to use for plant growth with no additional environmental impact. 

 

 Prior to implementing reclamation, all soils will be tested again to determine the 

need for both type and quantity of desired fertilizers to insure rapid establishment of 

vegetation.  See R645-301-243. 
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